IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of payment for equipment usage, the method 
comprising: 

establishing a minimum commitment for equipment usage per time period; and 
exchanging payments for the equipment usage per time period based on a--grea& 

r-t ; ■■ aggregated usage w v ••: * -5 . : . ;S i - ■ .=s.=.= -v-*- 

cquspnsc ul usage and cumulative minimum commitments. 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein exchanging payments comprises: 

multiplying said equipment usage by a price per unit of usage to obtain a usage 
payment; 

determining a first difference between the cumulative minimum commitments and 
the aggregated usage when the aggregated usage is less than the cumulative minimum 
commitments; 

adding to the usage payment an amount determined by multiplying said first 
difference by the price per unit of usage; and 

updating the aggregated usage to include the first difference. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein establishing the minimum commitment 
comprises: 

identifying costs for the equipment; and 

identifying the price per unit of usage based on the costs of the equipment. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the costs are based on at least one of an 
acquisition cost of the equipment, services to be provided, and supplies to be provided. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the costs are further based on at least one of 
an expected value of the equipment after a predetermined number of time periods, 
remarketing costs, a time value of money, profit margins, and risk of loss. 



6. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein exchanging payments comprises: 

determining a second difference between the aggregated usage and a cumulative 
usage when the aggregated usage is at least equal to the cumulative minimum commitment 
and the cumulative usage is less than the aggregated usage; 

subtracting from the usage payment an amount determined by multiplying a lesser 
one of the first difference and the second difference by the price per unit of usage; and 

updating the aggregated usage by subtracting the lesser one. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

identifying a number of time periods as a term for the usage of the equipment; and 
identifying a total commitment for the term of usage as a sum of the minimum 

commitments for the time periods of the term, wherein exchanging payments is limited by 

the total commitment. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising exchanging a payment to purchase 
the equipment when a total of payments exceeds the total commitment multiplied by a price 
per unit of usage. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

determining a price per unit of usage based on continued usage of the equipment 
beyond the total commitment; 

increasing the total commitment when the aggregated usage exceeds the total 
commitment; and 

exchanging payments for continued usage based on the continued usage multiplied 
by the price per unit of usage. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising setting the minimum commitment 
for at least one time period at a start of the equipment usage to a lesser amount than the 
minimum commitment for other time periods. 



11. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising increasing the minimum 
commitment to obtain upgrades for the equipment. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

remarketing the equipment to obtain new equipment; and 

changing the minimum commitment based on a difference between a market value 
and a value realized by the remarketing. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein changing the minimum commitment 
comprises exchanging a payment based on the difference. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the equipment comprises multiple pieces of 
equipment, the method further comprising combining usage for the multiple pieces of 
equipment to obtain the equipment usage per time period. 

15. (Original) A method of payment for equipment usage, the method comprising: 

establishing a minimum commitment for equipment usage per time period based on 
multiplying a minimum number of units of usage per time period by a price per unit of 
usage; 

multiplying an aggregated usage by the price per unit of usage to obtain a first 
payment; 

exchanging payments for the equipment usage per time period based on subtracting a 
total of previous payments from a greater one of the first payment and cumulative minimum 
commitments; and 

updating the aggregated usage to reflect the cumulative minimum commitments 
when the cumulative minimum commitments exceed the first payment. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein exchanging payments further comprises: 

determining a first difference based on subtracting the cumulative minimum 
commitments from the first payment when the first payment is greater than the cumulative 
minimum commitments; 



determining a second difference based on multiplying a result of subtracting 
cumulative usage from the aggregated usage by the price per unit of usage when the 
cumulative usage is less than the aggregated usage; 

subtracting from the first payment an amount equal to multiplying a lesser one of the 
first difference and the second difference by the price per unit of usage; and 

updating the aggregated usage by subtracting the lesser one from the aggregated 

usage. 

17. (Currently Amended): A computer o o v ^ ^'v.'vo'! 

*g reqwH^fHeHts-eoHtFaet-fer-equip*' - „ 

- ^tkms-to; 
on- -i^ii-^friee-per unit of usage; 
esta ol i sk - a - fl^ i mum - mi^^ 

^e-fe-^age-e#4he e quipment per time period; 

obta in pa ym e nts p e r tim e p e riod bas e d on 

A} die.puandtv^/.^ 

and 

_Bj 5hc !:v:ru- ;■■ ^\ dl: 0- ; C- ^npi-Ea ^Sieni M ..jk ; ;. V ■:!! !r:t!i\_p _i>y 

employing .oocrationN.ihiU. jnckj.de; 

j) multiplying ^■■e^ited-iwmber-of-unite-of-Msage-by a price per unit of 

usage, * e :v i • ..• and subtracting a total of 

previous payments, wherein cumulative payments -J n<m;Kr 

<-M ^nnc fK ri*>4*> are at least equal to an amount determined by 
multiplying - - - o * - e \ 
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o : re-di-fcd- usage. 



18. (Currently Amended): 



computer- 



claim 17 



instructions. 



to: 



subtract a credit from the payments for the equipment usage for a time period when 

the e?ed-k-ed-pre- update aggregated usage is greater than the t<>t ti >c u» v ^mimum wwKi o 
aattfHthro ugh the time pa^o-. k ■ a ■ : a i a ; : \ e- ■ii^iiUivni. and greater than cumulative actual 
usage through the time period; and 

update the jvc-update jo^re^ued e>\\tsuxi usage to v - , % e upe u J 
aa.;.av;.aaa usage - . reflect^ the credit. 

19. (Currently Amended): \ computet a a 1 ^ f^ x vH^nn-a 
claim 18, wherein the instructions to subtract the credit further comprise instructions to: 

determine a first difference between the credited pre- \a cm/s ate usage and the 
cumulative actual usage; 

determine a second difference between the s - edited usage and 

the tet&kvf the ; a a ; a ; ;i ; : i> -■ai»mbea , --e-f'-ttHal : s cumulative cor wuu ; and 

determine the credit by multiplying the price per unit of usage by a lesser one of the 
first difference and the second difference. 

20. (Currently Amended): \ < s iTh e compute 

i ■^'■aa.ai q>\ claim 17, wherein the instructions to establish a price per unit of usage further 
comprise instructions to establish the costs based on at least one of an acquisition cost of the 
equipment, services to be provided, and supplies to be provided. 

21. (Currently Amended): \ ci>o , - N \ " ewflpater 
progi h e ela m 20, wherein the instructions to establish a price per unit of usage further 
comprise instructions to establish the costs based on at least one of an expected value of the 
equipment after a predetermined number of time periods, expected remarketing costs, a time 
value of money, profit margins, and risk of loss. 



22. (Currently Amended): v o s \ ■, -I ^ so I bo tn^uuv 
ps\>yi-:-n of claim 17, further c ] instructions to: 

identify a number N of time periods as a term for the usage of the equipment; 

identify a total commitment for the term of usage as a-sum-of roiH+mi+m fHi-mb^ 
vni!H^^^A\ v , , for the time periods of the term; and 

limit the payments obtained to the total commitment multiplied by the price per unit 
of usage. 

23. (Currently Amended): \v , , 1ii;:n ^ , f . , - s N o 

^ ,v - • : i claim 22, further >my (.obtaining, instructions to obtain a payment to 

purchase the equipment when a total of payments exceeds the total commitment multiplied 
by the price per unit of usage. 

24. (Currently Amended): o . - v \ o 
proyrwro of claim 22, further comprising instructions to: 

determine a price per unit of usage based on continued usage of the equipment 
beyond the total commitment; and 

obtain payments for continued usage based on the continued usage multiplied by the 
price per unit of usage. 

25. (Currently Amended): rtk-dtuni as •.tcfic.d \n fisc vt.f^HtKr 
(^^u^s-tM claim 1 1 wherein ; 

C = ^\ 0 v il 0--:n::!i::l-.5U fos Hv ^ iViU^t 

j=l 

Bj v '.^r!:ri:u-:--i\..;o;.ib!,. : v s ,. ■ i si; ; , n^-h-.r ^ui;.; ^ instructions to 

set the -aH-H-suns nmokv of u^b ■■ m-. i\ mo<v -J - ■ o ; for at 

least one time period at a start of the equipment usage to a lesser amount than 
the ' vk? ^ x n . tj for other 

time periods. 



26. (Currently Amended): v o \\ o 

claim 17, further v instructions to: 

increase the minimum number of units of usage; and 
obtain upgrades for the equipment based on the increase. 

27. (Currently Amended): ^ \ o . v . o . 
program of claim 17, further comprising instructions to: 

remarket the equipment to obtain new equipment; and 

adjust the payments based on a difference between a market value and a value 
realized by the remarket. 

28. (Currently Amended): ^ s r ^ * 
pf<>gra«vof claim 17, wherein the equipment comprises multiple pieces of equipment and 
wherein the instructions to irmk usage further comprise inateaetiasMooi-^m the \ al.ye of 
• :-.UK;i >. H;.. ; s o ^ u> combine usage for the multiple pieces of 
equipment. 

29. (Original) A method of leasing equipment, comprising: 

establishing a price per unit of equipment usage; 

establishing a minimum number of units of equipment usage per time period; and 
exchanging payments per time period based on multiplying a credited number of 
units of usage by the price per unit of equipment usage and subtracting a total of previous 
payments, wherein cumulative payments for a number of time periods are at least equal to 
an amount determined by multiplying a total of the minimum number of units of equipment 
usage over the number of time periods by the price per unit of equipment usage; and 

updating the credited usage to reflect the cumulative payments when the total of the 
minimum number of units of equipment usage over the number of time periods exceeds the 
credited usage. 



30. (Original) A method of leasing equipment for a specified number of time periods, 
comprising: 

providing the equipment for use; 
identifying a value of the equipment; 

identifying a price per unit of usage based on the value of the equipment; 
establishing a cumulative minimum number of units of usage per each of the time 
periods; 

tracking usage of the equipment for each time period and adding the usage to 
previous usage to obtain total usage; 

obtaining payments for usage of the equipment per time period based on multiplying 
a greater one of the total usage and the cumulative minimum number by the price per unit of 
usage and subtracting a total of previous payments; and 

updating the total usage to reflect the cumulative minimum number when the 
cumulative minimum number is greater than the total usage. 

31. (Original) A method of depreciating equipment, comprising: 

establishing a minimum commitment for usage of the equipment per time period; 
establishing a price per unit of usage; 

determining a greater one of cumulative usage and cumulative minimum 
commitment for a time period; 

multiplying the greater one by the price per unit of usage and subtracting a total of 
previous depreciation to obtain a depreciation expense for the time period; 

incurring the depreciation expense; and 

updating the cumulative usage to reflect the cumulative minimum commitment when 
the cumulative minimum commitment is greater than the cumulative usage. 

32. (Currently Amended) A >. ^ - , computer-readable 
medium :: J. v ^ eU;^ ; : " h • . :h. \ \ ;h. - !:! - o p. - ■ •.• 

during rh tb n)epciio l\ e *- jctio ■• ,*i vv h: -..o^f ic >ystonva^-e porablc to 

em v v ^ 

ri^ifrieUtrfrS tO : 



6 x n x v x x X V v k 

i establish a price per unit of usage; 

8 determine a greater one of a -up-tt'v ot. due- 1 v'-uui usage , 1 and 

9 cumulative h- commitment • t v -\ , 

10 multiply the greater one by the price per unit of usage and subtract a total of previous 
i i depreciation to obtain a depreciation expense for the time period; 

12 mem-the d-, r * s and 

13 update the croditod -p usage to -m-. u?\Uc-l s .-;>uM 

14 - v , J s i* reflects the cumulative minimum commitment when the cumulative minimum 
is commitment is greater than the r , c usage. 

1 33. (Currently Amended): A I.J A Ju^i ^ A. Avd m The ■. omj>uk-r 

2 pu^t ; ^f claim 32, wherein the instructions to establish a price per unit of usage comprise 

3 instructions to adjust the price per unit of usage when a predetermined threshold amount of 

4 usage is exceeded. 

1 34. (Currently Amended): A a>:r:pi:U:;'.;vaAAA n;am:;r; a.s ddAt-d is; The c;>mp-ih.r 

2 pfe-gKHH-of claim 32, wherein the instructions to establish a price per unit of usage comprise 

3 instructions to: 

4 identify costs of the equipment; and 

5 determine the price per unit of usage based on the costs of the equipment. 

1 35. (Currently Amended): A computer-readable medium as defined in T-fae-eompno 

2 program of claim 34, wherein the instructions to identify costs of the equipment comprise 

3 instructions to determine the costs based on at least one of an acquisition cost of the 

4 equipment, services to be provided, and supplies to be provided. 

1 36. (Currently Amended): s - c->^;-:i: • .AAA; iiV-iin^ a\ doAxd J I .'-wrp ■ 

2 r '^-: ! o : u-: v * -5 35, wherein the instructions to identify costs of the equipment further 

3 comprise instructions to determine costs based on at least one of an expected value of the 



equipment after a predetermined number of time periods, remarketing costs, a time value of 
money, profit margins, and risk of loss. 

37. (Currently Amended): ^ s 

claim 32, - - - v v instructions so 

to: 

identify a number of time periods JV as a term for the usage of the equipment; and 
limit the depreciation expense to a ;oiai c-^nn h acat ovjual to riv. eumuUi^ 

v05!>i!iar>toni t \ a »un fho s^aio^a: c-ifu^i a; svak for the time periods of the term 

multiplied by the price per unit of usage. 

38. (Currently Amended): v ■. o; : \a. : • aaa a m- Jh>u> * - -J-. 5u=oJ ai-Us- x>;s^.faka 

4 ^ claim 37. e< • 1 instructions . the 

equipment be purchased when the er-edit-ed- updated aggregated usage exceeds the swn ©f4he 

39. (Currently Amended): A co;npoU:;'-r..-aooJ-:^..- oa.dnar: as dcMot-d it; The cos -a a ih.r 
pre^affi-ef- claim 37, further comprising instructions to: 

determine a price per unit of usage based on continued usage of the equipment 
beyond the-^m-f>f the minimum commitment rv vv o-> ■ .and 

incur additional depreciation expense for the continued usage based on the continued 
usage multiplied by the price per unit of usage. 

40. (Currently Amended): \v o v , m Uk miww* 
•a-<» •: claim 32 d * , o 

A) C = X/ ; N ; - °" - f »nv|\r>od. 

and 

K\ • , o--:v ! ;.!ii..;-!..;iJ; i bk ^ ^ :.. ; a s . instructions to set the 

fVttnaaai^ inj rj me ital commitment for at least one time period at a start of 



the equipment usage to a lesser amount than the ^uh^ ^ \ 
commitment for other time periods. 

41. (Currently Amended): ^ s 
f$M§r-amof- claim 32, further comprising instructions to: 

increase the " - \ - - , and 

obtain upgrades for the equipment based on the increase. 

42. (Currently Amended): '■ ••• t v «n " »>JuR t«uMtn>ti as .{cm: d m Mr c»>f>*pHM 

- - claim 32 \ \\ fer4-he? eempvi^m, instructions -ia-.v t = k vvn j u* i \\ -Kit: 

to: 

remarket the equipment to obtain new equipment; and 

adjust the depreciation expense based on a difference between a market value and a 
value realized by the remarket. 

43. (Currently Amended): A computer-readable medium as cK : 'iiv i i-i Hv vomiHaer 
prosji -?m ofclaim 32, wherein the instructions to incur the depreciation expense further 
comprise instructions to: 

subtract a credit from the depreciation expense for a time period when the pre-ypdate 
oM usage is greater than the teta* of th e mmirmmi number of 
un^son^sbnve u"»i»mi»nu ;a through the time period, and greater than cumulative usage 
through the time period; and 

update the p^o-uf Ja?c ,;;.^vy.af-.d c*c-!Mx\1 usage „ . x \ v e ^ e 

that to reflects the credit. 

44. (Currently Amended): A. compiler- r..a>.1 a i^v. rtkiUun> • k s i t : .. -d ui Th e computer 
program <>f claim 32, wherein the equipment comprises multiple pieces of equipment, the 

■ Mi>p-i-os p- - T: -a :Wic r cv>mp: --.-iva instructions to: 
track usage per time period for each one of the multiple pieces of equipment; and 
combine the usages per time period for the multiple pieces of equipment to obtain 

the < ;\ dtK-J acriusj usage. 
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45. (New) For specifying at least one of payments for and depreciation of equipment, a 
method comprising: 

A) obtaining cumulative commitments Q to usage of the equipment for 
successive time periods j = 1,2, ... ; and 

B) employing a computer system to, for each given, z'th time period of a plurality 
of the time periods: 

i) obtain the value iij of actual usage of the equipment; 

ii) calculate therefrom a quantity p t based on a usage value equal to the 
difference A; - Aj.\ between an updated aggregated usage Aj for the 
given time period and an updated aggregated usage A\.\ for the 
previous time period, where the updated aggregated value Au for any, 
kX\x time period is at least as great as the greater of the /cth time 
period's cumulative commitment C* and the &th period's cumulative 

k 

actual usage Uk = ^uj; and 

iii) provide an output that specifies the quantity thus calculated as at least 
one of the payment and the depreciation for the given time period. 



46. (New) A method as defined in claim 45 wherein /^a is the greater of: 

A) the &th time period's cumulative commitment C* and 

B) the sum of the &th time period's actual usage m and the previous time 
period's updated aggregated usage A k .\. 



47. (New) A method as defined in claim 46 wherein the quantity p t calculated for the given, 
z'th time period equals the product n ■ (Ai-Aui) of a price r ; per unit of usage and the 
difference A t - A U \ between the updated aggregated usages of the given and previous time 
periods. 



13 
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48. (New) A method as defined in claim 47 further including at least one of incurring 
depreciation expense in the amount of p { and making or receiving a payment in the amount 
of pi. 

49. (New) A method as defined in claim 45 wherein A t is the greater of the z'th time 
period's cumulative commitment Q and the z'th time period's cumulative actual usage U t = 

i>. 

50. (New) A method as defined in claim 49 wherein the quantity p t calculated for the given, 
z'th time period equals the product r, ■ (A,- - Aj.\) of a price r, per unit of usage and the 
difference A,- - A\.\ between the updated aggregated usages of the given and previous time 
periods. 

5 1 . (New) A method as defined in claim 50 further including at least one of incurring 
depreciation expense in the amount of p t and making or receiving a payment in the amount 
of pu 

52. (New) For enabling a computer system to specify at least one of payments for and 
depreciation of equipment for which cumulative commitments Q of usage of the equipment 
have been made for successive time periods j= 1,2, . . ., a computer-readable medium 
containing instructions readable by the computer system to configure the computer system 
to, for each given, z'th time period of a plurality of the time periods: 

A) obtain values Uj of actual usage by the user; 

B) calculate therefrom a quantity p, based on a usage value equal to the 
difference A t - A t .\ between an updated aggregated usage A t for the given 
time period and an updated aggregated usage A U \ for the previous time 
period, where the updated aggregated value A k for any, kth time period is at 
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least as great as the greater of the Mi time period's cumulative commitment 

Ck and the Tcth period's cumulative actual usage Uk = ;; and 

C) provide an output that specifies the quantity thus calculated as at least one of 
the payment and the depreciation for the given time period. 

53. (New) A computer-readable medium as defined in claim 52 wherein A k is the greater 
of: 

A) the kth time period's cumulative commitment Ck and 

B) the sum of the kth time period's actual usage m and the previous time 
period's updated aggregated usage Ak-\- 

54. (New) A computer-readable medium as defined in claim 53 wherein the quantity p, 
calculated for the given, z'th time period equals the product 77 • (Ai-Aui) of a price 77 per 
unit of usage and the difference A, - A U \ between the updated aggregated usages of the 
given and previous time periods. 

55. (New) A computer-readable medium as defined in claim 52 wherein A,- is the greater of 
the z'th time period's cumulative minimum commitment Q and the z'th time period's 

cumulative actual usage Uj = . 

7=1 

56. (New) A computer-readable medium as defined in claim 55 wherein the quantity p t 
calculated for the given, z'th time period equals the product 77 • {Ai-Au\) of a price 77 per unit 
of usage and the difference A t - A iA between the updated aggregated usages of the given and 
previous time periods. 

57. (New) For specifying at least one of payments for and depreciation of equipment for 
which cumulative commitments Q of usage of the equipment have been made for successive 
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time periods j = 1,2, . . ., a computer system configured to, for each given, z'th time period of 
a plurality of the time periods: 

A) obtain values Uj of actual usage by the user; 

B) calculate therefrom a quantity /?, based on a usage value equal to the 
difference A, - Au\ between an updated aggregated usage A t for the given 
time period and an updated aggregated usage A U \ for the previous time 
period, where the updated aggregated value A k for any, kth time period is at 
least as great as the greater of the Ath time period's cumulative commitment 

Ck and the kth period's cumulative actual usage Uk = ;; and 

C) provide an output that specifies the quantity thus calculated as at least one of 
the payment and the depreciation for the given time period. 

58. (New) A computer system as defined in claim 57 wherein" 
Ak is the greater of: 

A) the &th time period's cumulative commitment C* and 

B) the sum of the kth. time period's actual usage Uk and the previous time 
period's updated aggregated usage A kA . 

59. (New) A computer system as defined in claim 58 wherein the quantity p,- calculated for 
the given, z'th time period equals the product n ■ (A t - An) of a price n per unit of usage and 
the difference A t - A U \ between the updated aggregated usages of the given and previous 
time periods. 

60. (New) A computer system as defined in claim 57 wherein A t is the greater of the z'th 
time period's cumulative minimum commitment C, and the z'th time period's cumulative 

actual usage U { = . 
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1 61. (New) A computer system as defined in claim 60 wherein the quantity p, calculated for 

2 the given, z'th time period equals the product r, • (Aj - A U \) of a price n per unit of usage and 

3 the difference A, - A t .\ between the updated aggregated usages of the given and previous 

4 time periods. 
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